8th grade unit 4 – Historical Changes to Our Society

Introduction: This unit outline provides a frame for designing a unit with the ultimate purpose and goal in mind first, as well as how to integrate performance tasks into a unit of instruction.  Teachers may used this unit as it is described below; OR use it as a model or checklist for a currently existing unit on a different topic.
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	Grade Level: 8
	Suggested Unit Pacing (# of days): 6 weeks

	Conceptual Overview (information for parents)
	During this unit students will….  Read, write, and evaluate argumentative text.  Students will learn to strengthen arguments with relevant and sufficient support.  Students will quote, paraphrase and cite credible sources in their writing.    

	Essential Understandings (information for students)
	By the end of this unit students will be able to…
· Use active and passive verbs in their writing
· Use the conditional and subjunctive verbs in their writing 
· Read argumentative text
· Evaluate argumentative text
· Write strong argumentative essays 
· Cite credible sources within the text as well as in a reference pace
· Quote and paraphrase relevant sources 

	Common Core 

	Reading Literature
	The purpose is to analyze how the structure of a narrative and specific lines of text/dialogue/events contribute to the development of the story, plot, theme, central idea and characters.  Students will compare and contrast the how the structures of multiple narratives contribute to theme and style.  Students will cite evidence from the text to support analyses of the text.

	
	Reading Informational
	The purpose is to evaluate specific claims in text for logic, relevant and sufficient support, and clearly identified position on a topic and to evaluate author’s response to opposing positions.  Students will compare two texts with opposing positions to identify disagreements.  Students will cite evidence from the text to support analyses of the text.

	
	Writing
	The purpose is to write formal argumentative texts including key words and phrases to clarify relationships among claims and support and appropriate conclusions.  Students will directly quote and draw conclusions from multiple sources, paraphrasing where necessary, in support of their claims.  Students will follow MLA format to cite sources within their texts (parenthetically).

	
	Language
	The purpose is to use active and passive verbs in both the subjunctive and the conditional moods in writing to strengthen writing.  Students will learn and use grade appropriate, domain-specific vocabulary as necessary. 

	
	Speaking & Listening
	There are no speaking and listening focus standards in this unit.

	Learning Targets
	These suggested learning targets were determined based on the intentions of the CCSS and/or NCES.  Teachers will need to add the criteria for success in order to create outcome-based targets.

	
	· Understand ways to cite from a text. 
· Define inference. 
· Indentify proper textual evidence that best supports the text. 
· Determine from the textual evidence statements that most strongly support inferences.
· Identify the theme of a text. 
· Define and identify characters, setting and plot. 
· Prioritize the most relevant portions of a text that will support a particular view.  
· Analyze the development of a theme or central idea over the course of a text.   
· Analyze how characters, setting and plot relate to the theme of a text. 
· Objectively summarize. 
· Cite evidence used to determine the central idea. 
· Identify dialogue in a story. 
· Define and identify verbal irony. 
· Analyze character development in a story or drama. 
· Determine how the author uses characterization to shape dialogue. 
· Determine a character’s motives when faced with a decision.
· Analyze the selection(s) to determine the author’s structure and writing style. 
· Infer why an author chose to present his/her text using a particular structure. 
· Compare and contrast the structures found in two or more texts, in terms of structure and style. 
· Differentiate between valuable and unimportant passages in the text.
· Define inference and explain how a reader uses textual evidence to reach a logical conclusion. 
· Determine how an author’s use of details conveys two or more central ideas in a text. 
· Summarize the text in an objective manner. 
· Determine an author’s point of view and explain his or her purpose for writing the text. 
· Analyze how an author acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints. 
· Evaluate an argument to determine if the evidence presented is relevant and sufficient. 
· Recognize when an author introduces irrelevant evidence. 
· Determine the credibility of the author and his/her purpose. 
· Recognize how two or more texts can provide conflicting information on the same topic. 
· Analyze how authors interpret and emphasize different evidence when writing about the same topic. 
· Compare and contrast how two or more texts communicate the same topic. 
· Identify where two or more texts on the same topic disagree on matters of fact or interpretation. 
· Define claims and counterclaims. 
· Recognize words, phrases, and clauses that show relationships and create cohesion among claim(s), counterclaims and reasons.  
· Write an argument using words, phrases, and clauses that show relationships and create cohesion among claims, counterclaims and reasons.  
· Change examples of informal language to formal language 
· Establish and maintain a formal style. 
· Plan a concluding statement following an argument. 
· Write a conclusion. 
· Use a graphic organizer to categorize different information. 
· Determine when my research data or facts must be quoted (directly stated “word for word”) in my writing. 
· Paraphrase a text and/or summarize my research findings, as well as create a works cited page in order to avoid plagiarism. 
· Recognize when verbs are in active or passive voice, and in the conditional and subjunctive mood. 
· Use verbs in the active or passive voice or in the conditional and subjunctive mood. 
· Identify grade appropriate academic vocabulary and content specific words.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Accurately use words important to the comprehension of grade appropriate academic vocabulary and content specific words.  

	Essential Terminology
	High Utility (Tier II)
	Domain-Specific (Tier III)

	
	· Motives
· Prioritize
· Human Rights Movement
· Oppression
· Persecution
· Prohibition
· Revolution
· Feminism
· Suffrage
· Segregation
· Emancipation
· Separate but equal
· Desegregation
· Digital age
· Synergy
· Environmentalism
	· 

	Resources
	Literature
	Information Text
	Multimedia

	
	Prentice Hall, Page 671 Harriet Beecher Stowe (poetry)
Prentice Hall, Page 666 Paul Revere’s Ride (poetry)
Prentice Hall, Page 706 O Captain! My Captain! (poetry)
With Every Drop of Blood
Run the Blockade By: Wisler
Second Sight Gary Blackwood
Bull Run Fleischman
	Prentice Hall, Page 557 “Brown Vs. Board of Education”
Prentice Hall, Page 514 “On Woman’s Right to Suffrage”
Prentice Hall, Page 472 “Always to Remember: The Vision of Maya Ying Lin”

	http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/activities/political-cartoon/learn_more.html (Irony, Symbolism, Analogy)
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/lessons/alaska-purchase/ (Alaska becomes a state)
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/newsevents/events/liljenquist/ (Civil War photo collection)
http://www.eastoftheweb.com/short-stories/indexframe.html (compilation of short stories and poetry)

	Technology Integration
	Technology Standards
	- Use appropriate technology tools and other resources to access information
- Use appropriate technology tools and other resources to organize information
- Use appropriate technology tools and other resources to design products to share information with others

	
	Resources
	Powerpoint, Prezi, Smartnotebook presentations, Xtranormal, Wordle, Google Drive, Gaggle Digital Lockers, Dropbox, Glogster

	Cross Curricular Integration
	S.S. – All of US History (Supreme Court decisions, amendments, wars, etc…)
Sci. – 

	Assessment
	Pre-/Post-assessment
	· Evaluate claims for logic and relevant/sufficient support
· Paraphrase sources in writing
· Choose relevant support for claim and connect support to claim
· Use active and passive verbs in their writing
· Use the conditional and subjunctive verbs in their writing 
· Quote and paraphrase relevant sources

	
	On-going/ Formative Assessment
	Exit Slips, Pass The Plate Summary, Magnet Summaries, Fist to Five, Quiz, I Have-Who Has, 3-2-1 Summary, Concept Map, Problem/Solution, Brain Dump, Journal Entry, Clock Buddies, Numbered Heads Together, Questioning, KWHL+, Back to Back Yes, Observation, Concept/Definition Map, White Boards, Debates, Double Entry Notes, ABC Summary, Presentations, RAFT, 1 Sentence Summary, Conferences,  Inquiry Charts, Inside Outside Circle, Walk About Survey & Summary, Narrative writing (including drafts, revisions, etc.), Narrative Journal, Reading/Reflection Journals or Logs, Quizzes, Grammar Activities, Pyramid Summary, 20 Word Gist, discussion notes, reading guides, etc…

	
	Summative
	Performance Task: Assign each of the 27 amendments to the students in your class.  Each student will research their amendment’s impact on our nation’s history and prepare an argument supporting the stance: “The ____ amendment is the most influential constitutional amendment on our nation’s history.”  Students will present their arguments to small groups of 6.  Students in each group will evaluate arguments for sound reasoning, sufficient and relevant support to choose a winning argument.  All group members will then work to strengthen the winning argument (based on the three criteria above) to be presented in a group v. group class debate.  

Performance Task: 
Allow your students to practice and play with verb voices.  Students will engage in a homemade game of Apples to Apples.  In groups of five or six students will create sentences in specified voices to win picture cards.  
**See directions for setup and game play in resources.  

	Considerations for the Learning Plan
	Teachers determine the learning plan while reflecting on the range of abilities, styles, interests and needs of students.  How will the work be personalized and differentiated in order to achieve the desired learning targets?  

	
	Consider student-selected v. teacher-selected text and vocabulary, group sizes, text levels, building background knowledge where necessary.

	
	Re-teaching
	

	
	Enrichment
	



